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| Earl of —— 


Peking, Fan, 10, 1749- 50. 
e 


707 a month after T had 
incliſed to your Lordſhip the 


© e on I had attempted of thbe 


Oriental ſyſtem of morality, ſo fa- 


mus in theſe parts, wwe were agree- 
ably ſurprized with a manuſcript of 
the fame fize, whoſe. antiquity, cha- 


racters, and other internal marks, 


determined it to be the performance "= 
/ the ſame author; which, af the 


ſame time that it ſhewed us ſome- 
thing was wanting to what we had 
before efteemed a complete ſyſtem, 


ver) happily ſupplied the deficiency. 
I could not reſt, after the firſt 


dipping into it, wil hour the pleaſing 
A2 taſk 
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(iv) 


Fa tranſlati on ; nor, when T 


7 125 ' finiſhed it, without doing myſelf 
the honour of tranſmitting it to your 


Lordſhip. I need not tell your Lord 


ip, that the energy of thought, 


; fubli mity of ſtile, and many other 


© circumſtances, prove it to come from 
the divine hand that Planned the 
other: the ſubſtance of it carries 

= abundantly more proof of it. _ 


VI did not flatter myſe if that 


tb firſt part had met the honour of 

your Loraſhip's apprebation, T1 ſhould 
nit be Jo earneſt in diſpatching this 
after it: but while I know the va- 
25 of the work, and know your 
TLordſbip's d. Ringuiſhing genius, if 
would be ridiculous fo. affect © - 

- doubt avout it. 


1 am, 
My L O R TO 
Yours, Sec. 
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CHAPTER I. 


07 the HUMAN FRAME and 
STRUCTURE. 


TEAK id ignorant as tho 
art, O man! humble as thou 
oughtſt to be, O child of the duſt! 
wouldſt thou raiſe thy thoughts to in- 


finite wiſdoni? wouldſt thou ſee omni- 


potence diſplay*d before thee ? 4 con- 
template thine own frame. 


Fearfully and wonderfully art thou 2 


made: praiſe therefore thy Creator with 
awe, and rejoice before him with re- 
verence. | 7 
Wherefore of all creatures art achaion- = 
ly erect ; but that thou ſhouldſt behold 
his works! wherefore art thou to be- 
hold; but that thou mayſt admire 
them! wherefore to admire ; but that 
thou mayſt adore Bos 25 Ws Cre- 
ator! . ; 0 


8 PO 


(4X) 

| Wherefore is conſciouſneſs repoſed in 
thee alone; z and whence is it derived 
to thee! mT 
Ti not in \ fleſh to think; tis OY 
in bones to reaſon : the lion knoweth 
not that worms ſhall eat him: the ox. 

| Perceiveth not that he! is fed for Nlaugh- 

ter. \ | | 
15 Something i is 88 to thee unlike to 
what thou ſeeſt: ſomething informs thy 
clay, higher than all that is the object 
"M thy ſenfes. Behold ! what is it? 
Thy body remaineth perfect after it 
; is fled ; therefore it is no part of it: 
it is immaterial ; therefore it is eternal: 
it is free to act; therefore i it is account 
by able for its actions. 
.- ->Knoweth the aſs the uſe of woch 7 | 
[can his teeth mow down the herbage? 
or ſtandeth the crocodile erect, altho' 
his back-bone is ſtrait as thine ? - | 
God formed thee as he had formed 
- theſe; after them all were thou created : 
ſuperiority and command were given 
thee over all; and of his own breath 
0 nt ASS x e | de did 


830 
did he communicate to thee thy prin- 
ciple of knowledge. 

Know thyſelf then the Paid of his 
creation; the link uniting} divinty and 
Z matter g TO a 3 wh Goo Erh : 


88 


ae nor dare deſcend to evil. or to 
meanneſs. 
Who planted terror in the tail of the 

ſerpent? who cloathed the neck of the 


horſe with thunder? even he who hath 


inſtructed thee to cruſh the one under 


thy feet, and to tame the other to my 
PEP. 


CHAP. 


3 


( ah 


CHAPTER II. 
/ the Usz of the SENSES. 


| AUNT not of thy body; be 
'Y .cauſe it was firſt formed; nor of 
thy brain, becauſe therein thy ſoul re- 
ſideth. Is not the maſter of the houſe 
more honourable than its walls? 
The ground muſt be prepared be- 
ore corn be planted :' the potter muſt 
build his furnace before he can make 
his porcelane. 
As the breath of heaven 3 unto 
the water of the deep, This way ſhall 
thy billows roll, and no other ; thus 
high, and no higher, ſhall they raiſe 
their fury; ſo let thy ſpirit, O man, 
actuate and direct thy fleſh : & let it 
repreſs its wildneſs. 
Thy foul is the monarch of thy 


frame: ſuffer not its a eee to rebel 
: againſt 1 


Thy 


* 


(7). 


Thy body is as the globe of the 
a thy bones the n chat * | 
it on its baſis. 


As the ocean giveth nie to Gains, 


whoſe waters return again into its boſom 


thro the rivers; ſo runneth thy life 


from the heart outwards ; 3 and ſo re= 
 turneth 1 it unto its place again. 


Do not both retain their courſe for 


5 ever? A the fame God ordained 


1 not thy * the 1 1 to. per- : 


1 Fares ? thy mouth the path to delica- 
cies? yet know thou, that perfumes 
long ſmelt become offenſive: that de- 
licacies deſtroy the appetite they flatter, 


Are not thine eyes the centinels that 


5 watch. for thee ? yet how often are they 
unable to diſtinguiſh truth from error. 
Keep thy ſoul in moderation: teach 

chy ſpirit to be attentive to its good: 

ſo ſhall theſe its miniſters be always to 
thee conveyances of truth. 


Thine hand, is it not a miracle? 1 is : 


N there i in the creation aught like unto it? 
n e where · 


4 OP 
wherefore was it given (thee ; but that 
thou might(t ſtretch it out to the af- 
ſiſtance of thy brother? 
Why of all things living art PUR 
ao made capable of bluſhing i ? the 
world ſhall read thy ſhame upon thy 
face: therefore do nothing ſhameful. 
Fear and diſmay, why rob they thy 
countenance of its ruddy ſplendour? 
avoid guilt and thou ſhalt know that 
fear is beneath thee 3 that a ue is un- 
mant 1411711 17 8 | 
| Wherefore to thee alone YEP tha- 
0 dows in the viſions of thy Pil d re- 
verence them; for know that dreams 
are from on high. e PBL... 
Thou man alone canſt ſpeak ; won- | 
5 der at thy glorious | prerogative'z -and 
pay to him wWho gave it thee a rational 
and welcome praiſe; teaching thy chil- 
_ dren wiſdom; inflructing me TD 
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CHAPTER II. 


The SOUL of MAN, its Oni 
and Arr cr ioxs. es | 


\HE bleſſings, O man! of thy 


external part are health, vigour, 


and proportion : the greateſt of theſe is 
health. What health is to the body, 
even that is honeſty to the ſoul, _ 
That thou haſt a ſoul j is of all Know- 
| ledge the moſt certain; of all truths the 
moſt plain unto thee : be. meek ; be 
grateful for it; ſeek not to know it 
perfectiy: it'isinferacable; ?:: 
Thinking, underſtanding, reaſoning, 
willing call not theſe the ſoul! they 
are its actions, but "ly are not its ef- 
ſence. 
Raiſe it not too high. chat thou be not | 
deſpiſed : be not thou like unto thoſe 


who fall by climbing; neither debaſe it to 


the ſenſe of brutes : nor be thou like D 
„„ "WM 


TW). 


the horſe and the mule, in whom there | 


is no underſtanding. 


Search it by its faculties; know it by 


its virtues : they are more in number than 


the hairs of thy head: the ſtars of hea- 


ven are not to be counted with them. 
Think not with Arabia that one ſoul 


is parted among all men; neither be- 


eve thou with the ſons of Egypt, that 
every man hath many: know chat as 
thy heart, ſo alſo thy ſoul is one. 

Doth not the ſun harden the clay? 


doth it not alſo ſoften the wax? as it is 


one ſun that worketh both; even ſo it 


z one ſoul that willeth contraries. 


| As the moon retaineth her nature 
tho. darkneſs ſpread itſelf before her 
face asacurtain ; ſo the ſoul remaineth 
perfect even in the boſom of the fool. 

Sbe is immortal; ſhe is unchange- 
able ; ſhe is alike in all: health calleth 
her forth to ſhew her lovelineſs 3 and 


application anointeth her with the oil of 


F wiſdam. | 


g Altho? 


( 11) 
Altho* ſhe ſhall live after thee, think 


not ſhe was born before thee : ſhe was 
concreated with thy fleſh, and mee 


with thy brain. 


Jultice could not give hen to thee ex- 
alted by virtues, nor mercy deliver her 
to thee deformed by vices. Theſe muſt 


be thine, and thou muſt anſwer them. 


ee eee 
from examination: think not corrupti- 


on can hide thee from enquiry. He 


who formed thee of thou knowſt not 
what; can he not raiſe thee from thou 


knowft not what again? 


Perceiveth not the cock the hour of 
midnight? exalteth he not his voice, to 
tell thee it is morning? knoweth not 


the dog the footfteps of his maſter ? and 
flyeth not the wounded goat unto the 
herb that healeth him ? yet when theſe 


die, their ſpirit returneth to the. duſt : 


| thine alone ſurviveth. 


Ms eee ee 
cauſe quicker than thine own: learn 


that the ne ranting lieth not in poſſeſſing 


_ 
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7 a 
n good things 3 * but! in the knowing coul 
. 

Hadſt thou che ear of the lag 3 Or 


were thine eye as ſtrong and piercing as 
the . didſt thou equal the hound 


in ſmell; or could the ape reſign to 
thee his taſte; or the tortoiſe her feel. 
ing; yet without reaſon what would 
they avail thee? periſh not all theſe like 
their kindred? 

Flath any one of them the 1 of 
| ſpeech i ? can any ſay unto Tm” there. 
fore did I fo? 

--- The lips of the wiſe are as th doen 
of a cabinet; no ſooner are they open- 
ed, but treaſures are poured out before 
Eg; 

Like unto trees of gold nd i in 
beds of ſilver, are n ſentences uttered 
in due feafon. 

- Canſt thou think too queatly of thy 

| foul? or can too much be ſaid in its 

praiſe? it is the image of him who Save 

*. 

| Remember thou its « dignity for ever; 
orget 


[Ci 


"cal 


forget not how great a talent 1 is commit · 
ted to thy charge. 


Whatſoe ver may do good, may alſo 
do harm: beware that thou direct its 
courſe to virtue. i 


Think not that thou canſt loſe her in 


the croud : ſuppoſe not that thou canſt 
bury her in thy cloſet: action is her de- 
light, and ſhe will not be witheld from 


Her motion is perpetual ; her at- 


tempts are univerſal: her agility is not 
to be ſuppreſod: is it at the uttermoſt 
part of the earth, ſhe will have it: is 
it beyond the region of the ſtars, yet 
will her eye diſcover i it. 5 5 
Inquiry is her delight: as one who i 
traverſeth the burning ſands in ſearch of It 
water, ſo is the ſoul that thirſteth after 5 
knowledge. 
Guard her for ſhe's raſh ; 1 her 
for ſhe is irregular ; correct her for ſne 


is outrageous : more ſupple is ſhe than 


water; more flexible than wax; more 
1 175 yielding 


(14 ). 


yielding than air: is there aught chen 


can bind her? 0 

As a ſword in the band ef a mad. 

man; even ſo is the ſoul to him who 
wanteth diſcretion. 

The end of her ſearch is watts; Jos 
means to diſcover it are reaſon and ex- 
perience: but are not theſe weak, un- 
certain and fallacious ? how then ſhall 
ſhe attain unto it? 
General opinion is no proof of truth; 

for the generality of men are ignorant. 
Perception of thyſelf z the know- 


ledge of him who created thee ; the 


| ſenſe of the worſhip thou oweſt unto him; 
are not theſe plain before thy face? and 


behold! what is there more that man 


needeth to knows * 


1-25) 


CHAPTER Iv. 


Of the PrRIOD and Us xs of HUMAN 


LIFE. 


As the a of morning to the lark; 


| life unto the heart of man. 


Tbo' bright it dazzleth not; tho? : 
obſcure it diſpleaſeth not; tho? ſweet 
it cloyeth not; tho? corrupt it forbid. 
deth not: yet who is he that knoweth N 


. true value? 
Learn to eſteem life as it ought; 3 


then art thou near the Pinnacle of 8 


wiſdom. 
Think not with the fool that nothing 


| 7 more valuable; nor believe with the 
pretended wiſe that thou oughtſt to 
contemn it: love it not for itſelf, but 


for the good it may be of to others. 


A Gold cannot buy it for thee; neither 


Can 


as the ſhade of evening to the 
3 as honey to the bee, or as the 
: carcaſe to the vulture; even ſuch is 


* a 


* 
- r P3555 „ — 


( 16) 


can mines of diamonds purchaſe back 
the moment thou haſt now loſt of it: 
Won ak the ſucceeding ones in virtue. 


Say not that 1 it were beſt not to have 


8 born; or if born that! it had been 
| beſt to die early: neither dare thou to 
aſk of thy creator, Where had been the 
evil had I not exiſted? good is in thy 
power: the want of good is evil: and 


if thy queſtion be Juſt, bt. it con- 


ene thee, 


1 Was: the ih fallow the bait if 


2 knew the hook vas hid therein? | 
would the lion enter the toils if he ſaw | 
they were prepared for him? ſo nci- 


ther were the ſoul to periſh with this 


clay, wou'd man wiſh to live; neither 
RE wou'd a merciful God have created 


him: know hence thou ſhalt live af- 
f terward. 


As the bird encloſed: in the cage be- 


fore he ſeeth it, yet teareth not his 
fleſh againſt i its ſides; ſo neither labour 


thou vainly to run from the ſtate thou 
FERC | art 


: (17) > 
art in, but know it is allotted thee ; 5 
and be content with it. | 
| Tho! its ways are uneven, yet are 
they not all painful: accommodate thy- 
ſelf to all; and where there is leaſt ap- 
pearance of evil, ſuſpect the 3 
danger. 75 
2 When thy bed 1 Ss ſtraw thou geepeſt 5 
in ſecurity; but when thou ſtretcheſt 
7 thyſelf on roſes beware of the thorns. 
A good death is better than an evil 


life: ſtrive to live therefore as long as 


thou oughtſt, not as long as thou canſt: 
Waile thy life is to others worth more 
than thy death; 3 i is thy duty to pre- 


ſioerve it. 


1 not with the fool of the 
| ſhortneſs of thy time: remember that 
N with thy days thy cares are ſhortned. _ 
Take from the period of thy life the 
8 Vieleſ parts of it; and what remaineth? 
- take off the time of thine infancy, the 
ſecond infancy of age, thy ſleep, thy 
_ thoughulels hours, thy days of ſickneſs, 
8 and 


"< 16) =: 
can mines of diamonds purchaſe back 
the moment thou haſt now loſt of it: 
wie and the ſucceeding ones in virtue. 
Say not that it were beſt not to have 
:en born; or if born that it had been 
beſt to die early: neither dare thou to 


all of thy creator, Where had been the 
cvil had I not exiſted? good is in thy 


power: the want of good i is evil: and 
if thy queſtion be 8 bo! it con- 
demneth 8 : 
Wou'd the fiſh ſwallow the bait if 
he knew the hook was hid therein? 
would the lion enter the toils if he ſaw | 
they were prepared for him? ſo nci- 
ther were the ſoul to periſh with this 
clay, wow'd man wiſh to live; neither 
wou'd a merciful God have created 
him: know hence thou ſhalt live af- 
terward. 
As the bird encloſed in i the cage be- 
fore he ſeeth it, yet teareth not his 
fleſh againſt its ſides; fo neither labour 
thou vainly to run from the ſtate thou 
15 art 


Ty „„ 
art in, but know it is allotted thee; 
and be content with it. | 
Tho' its ways are uneven, yet are 
5 they not all painful: accommodate thy- 
ſelf to all; and where there is leaſt ap- 
pearance of evil, ſuſpect the on. | 
5”; |,» ns 
/ When thy bed is ſtraw thou Neepeſt 5 
in ſecurity; but when thou ſtretcheſt 
5 thyſelf on roſes beware of the thorns. _ 
A good death is better than an evil 
life : ſtrive to live therefore as long as 
thou oughtſt, not as long as thou canſt: 
while thy life is to others worth more 
-: Than thy death; it 18 thy duty to pre- 
reit 
„ Complain not with che fool of the 
| ſhortneſs of thy time: remember chat 
with thy days thy cares are ſhortned. _ 
Take from the period of thy life the 
uſeleſs parts of it; and what remaineth? 
take off the time of thine infancy, the 
ſecond infancy of age, thy ſleep, thy 
thoughtleſ hours, thy days of ſickneſs, 
„ and 


1 


and even at the fullneſs of years, how 
few ſeaſons haſt thou truly numbered? 

/ He who gave thee life as a blefling, 
| ſhortened it to make it more ſo: to 
what end would longer life have ſerved 
_ thee? wiſheſt thou to have had an op- 
portunity of more vices? as to the 
good, will not he who limited thy | 


ow be ſatisfied with the fruits of it. 


To what end, O child of ſorrow, : 
would thou live longer? to breathe, 
to ſee the . all this thou 
: haſt dons often already; too frequent 
' repetition, is it not tireſome? or is it 


not ſuperfluous? 


Wobuldſt thou improve thy wiſdom 
190 and thy virtue ? alas! what art thou to 
| know? or who is it that ſhall teach 
thee ? badly thou employeſt the little 
thou haſt; dare not therefore to com- 


| plain that more is not given thee. 


> Repine not at the want of know- 
ledge ; it muſt periſh with thee in the 


grave: be honeſt here, thou ſhalt be 
wiſe hereafter. 


Say 


A Say not unto the crow, why num- 
bereſt thou ſeven times the age of thy 
lord? or to the fawn, why are thine 
eyes to ſce my offspring to an hundred 
generations? are theſe to be compared 
with thee in the abuſe of life? are they 
rictous? are they cruel? are they un- 
grateſul! learn from them rather that 
| innocence of life and ſimplicity of man- 
ners are the paths to a good old age. 
Knoweſt thou to employ life better 
than theſe : then lefs of it may ſuftice 
mh... To COD 
Man who dares enſlave the world, 
when he knows he can enjoy his tyran- 
ny but a moment, what would he not 
aim at, if he were immortal? 
Enough haſt thou of life, but thou 
regardeſt not: thou art not, in want of 
it, O man! but thou art Prodigal: 
thou throweſt it lightly away, as if 
thou hadſt more than enough; and 


yet thou repineſt that it is not e l 
again unto thee. 


B 5 Know 


C29) 
- Know that it is not abundance wie k 
maketh rich, but o economy. 
The wiſe continueth to live from his 
rſt period: a the fool is always begin- 
ning. oy 
Labour not aſier riches firſt, and 

| think thoa afterwards wilt enjoy them : 
he who neglecteth the preſent. moment, 


arrow paſſeth through the heart; while 
the warrior knew not that it was com- 
ing; To ſhall his life be taken away be⸗ 

fore he knoweth that he hath it. 

What then i is life that man ſhould de- 
1 ſire it? what breathing, that he ſhould 

covet it! ? Y 
Is it not a ſcene of dion; a FY Y 


"ries of miladventures z a purſuit of evils 


ginning it is ignorance, pain is in A 
e and its end is ſorrow. 
As one wave puſheth on ther, till 

OY are involved in that behind them; 
even ſo ſucceedeth evil to evil in the life 

of man; the greater and the preſent 
_ {vallow 


throweth away all that he hath: as the 


link'd on a0 ſides together; in the 1 


(21). 
| ſwallow up the leſſer and the paſt: our 
terrors are real evils; our expectations 
look forward into improbabilities. 
Fools, to dread as mortals and to 
tefire as if immortal! 
What part of life is it that we would 
{iſh to remain with us? is it youth ? 
can we be in love with outrage, 1 
oulſneſs and temerity? is it age? then 
are we fond of infit mitics. 
It is ſaid grey hairs are revered, and p 


10 length of days is honour, Virtue can | 


add reverence to the bloom of youth; 
and without it age plants more wrinkles 
in the ſoul than on the forehead. 

Is age reſpected becauſe it hateth riot ? 
What Juſtice is in this? when it is not 
age deſpiſeth pleaſure; but pleaſure 1 
that deſpiſcth age. 

Be virtuous while thou art young, fo 
ſhall thine age be honoured. 


B 2 BOOK 
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Coafder d in regard to 


His INFIRMITIES, and 1 
their EFFECTS. 
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CHAPTER I. 


YANITY 


INconſtancy is powerful in the heart 
of wan; intemperance ſwayeth it 
whither it will; deſpair engroſſeth much 
of it; and fear proclaimeth, behold 1 
fit unrival'd therein: but vanity is be 
yond them all. 
Weep not therefore at the calamities 
of the human ſtate: rather laugh at eh 
follies. In the hands of the man ad- 
dicted to vanity, life is but the ſhadow 
of a dream. 
The bei.” the ak renowned of hu- 
man characters, what is he but the bub- 
ble of this weakneſs? the public is un- 
ſtable and ungrateful ; why ſhould the 
man of wiſdom neee himſelf for 
fools? 
The man | who n TH DE 
concerns, to WR Yay how he will be- 
have when greater; feedeth himſelf 
5 „ 


a 
with wind, while his bread i is eaten by 


another. 
Act as becometh thee | in 1 thy ns 


ſtation: and in more exalted ones thy 
face ſhall not aſhamed. _ 

What blindeth the eye, or what 
| hideth the heart of a man from him- 
ſelf, like vanity ? lo! when thou ſeeſt 
not thyſelf, then others ove thee. 
moſt plainly. 
As the bolts: that i is gaudy without 


| ſmell; conſpicuous without uſe; ſo is 


* the man who ſetteth Käme up on 1 high, 


= and hath not merit. 


The heart of the vain is . 


= while it ſeemeth content: his cares are 
= Den than his pleaſures. 


His ſollicitude cannot reſt with his 
: tides the grave is not deep enough to 
hide it: he extendeth his thoughts be- 
yond his being: he beſpeaketh praiſe 
to be paid when he is gone: but whoſo 
promiſeth it deceiveth him, 
As the man who engageth his wife to 
remain in widowhood that fhe diſturb 
B e A 


(27 „5 
not his ſoul; ſo is he who expeRteth 


that praiſe ſhall reach his ears beneath 
the earth; or cheriſh his heart in its 


ſhroud. 17 
Do well while thou liveſt ; but re- 


gard not what is ſaid of it: Content 
thyſelf with deſerving praiſe, and thy 


poſterity ſhall rejoice in hearing it. 


As the butterfly who ſeeth not her 
own colours; as the jefſamine which 
ſeeleth not the ſcent it caſteth around 
it, ſo is the man who appeareth gay, 


and biddeth otheis to take note of it. 


To what purpoſe, ſaith he, is my 
veſture of gold, to what end are my 


tables filled with dainties, if no eye 


gaze upon them? if the world know 
it not? give thy raiment to the naked; ; 
and thy food unto the hungry; ſo ſhalt 


thou be praiſed ; and feel that thou de- 
ſerveſt it. 


Why beſtoweſt thou on every man 
the flattery of unmeaning words? thou 


knoweſt when returned thee thou re- 
gardeſt it not. He knoweth he lieth 
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1 
unto thee; yet he knoweth thou wilt 
thank him for it. Speak in ſincerity, 
and thou ſhalt hear with inſtruction. 
The vain delighteth to ſpeak of him- 
ſelf: but he ſeeth not that others 0 
not to hear him. 


A If he hath done any ding worthy 


praiſe z if he poſſeſs that which | Bor- 


thy admiration ; his Joy is to proclaim 
it; his pride.is to hear it reported: the 
deſire of ſuch a man defeateth itſelf: 
| men ſay not behold he hath done it; 
or ſee he poſſeſſeth it; but mark how 
f prout he is of it! 
The heart of man cannot attend at 
once to many things: he who fixeth 
his ſoul on ſhew, loſeth reality : he pur- 
ſueth bubbles which break in their 
flight ; while he treads to earth what 
would do him honour, 
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CHAPTER II. 
INCONSTANCE 


4 ATURE urgeth ches dc deu 
ſtancy, O man! therefore guard 
2 thyſelf at all times againſt it. | 
Thou art from the womb of thy 
mother various and wavering ; from 
the loins of thy father inheriteſt thou 
inſtability : how then ſhalt thou e 


firm? 


Thoſe who gave thee a * fur- 
niſh'd it with weakneſs; but he who 
gave thee a ſoul, armed thee with re- 

N ſolution: employ it and thou art wiſe: 

be wiſe and thou art happy. _ 

Let him who doeth well, beware 
how he boaſteth of it: for * is it 
5 of his own will. 

Is it not the event of an impulſe 
from without: born of uncertainty ; 
enforced by accident; dependent on 


ſome· TH 


ſomewhat elſe ? to theſe then, and to . 


accident is due the praiſe, 

Beware of irreſolution in the intent 
of thy actions; beware of inſtability 
In the execution ſo ſhalt thou triumph 
over two great failings of thy nature. 


What tproscbech reaſon more than 
to act contrarieties? what can ſuppreſs 


the tendencies to theſe, but firmnels of 
. C 5 Ln” 


The Inconſtant ſeeleth that he chan- 


geth, but he knoweth not why; he 
ſeeth that he eſcapeth from himſclf, 


but he perceiveth not how: be thou 
incapable of change in that which 1 


and men will rely upon thee. 


Eſtabliſh unto thyſclf principles of 


"Witten + and ſee that thou ever act ac- 
cording to them. 

n know that thy principles are 
1 and then be thou inflexible in the 
8 — 


So ſhall thy paſſions have no rule 
over thee: ſo ſhall thy conſtancy en- 
3 C ſure 
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and drive from thy door misfortune : 


anxiety, and diſappointment ſhall be 


ſtrangers to thy gates. 


SGauſpect not evil in any one, wait 
thou ſeeſt it: when thou ſeeſt it, for- 


get it not. 


. Whoſo hath been an enem zy. cannot 
de a friend; for man mendeth not of i 


: his faults. 
> How ſhould is Aion be right, 


| «ho hath no ruſe of life ? nothing Fore] 
be juſt which proceedeth not from 


reaſon. | 


The Inconſtant hath no peace in his 


ſoul; neither can any be at eaſe 


whom he concerneth himfelf with. 


His life is unequal: his motions are 
irregular : his loul changeth with the 


weather. 


To- day he loveth thee; ; to-morrow. 
thou art deteſted by him: and why? 


himſelf knoweth not wherefore he 
loved, or wherefore he now hateth. 


ſure unto thee the good thou poſſeſſeſt; 


To-day 


632 


To- day he is the tyrant; to-morrow 
thy ſervant is leſs humble: and why? 


| he who is arrogant without power, will 


be ſervile where there is no ſubjeCtion. 


To. day he is profuſe; to-morrow 


he grudgeth unto his mouth that which 
it ſhould eat: thus it is with him Who 


: knoweth not moder ation. 


Who ſhall ſay of the camelion he 


is black, when the moment after the 


verdure of the graſs overſpreadeth 


him! _ 


be ſpent in ſighing. 
What is the life of ſuch a man but 


the phantom of a dream? in the morn. 
ing he riſeth happy; at noon he is on 
the rack: this hour he is a god; the 
next below a worm: one moment he 


laugheth; the next he weepeth: he 


now willeth ; in an inſtant he willeth | 
not; and in another he Kknoweth nor 


Whether he willeth or no. tt 
Yet 


"Who ſhail fay of the Inconſtant he 
is joyful, when his next breath ſhall 


430 


Vet neither eaſe nor pain have fixed 


themſelves on him: neither is he waxed 


greater, or become leſs; neither hath 


he had cauſe for laughter, nor reaſon 
for his ſorrow: therefore mall none of 


them abide with him. OF pos 
Fhe happineſs of the Inconſtant is 


as a palace built on the ſurface of the 
ſand ; ; the blowing of the wind carrieth 
away its foundation : what wonder then 


that 1 it falleth N 


/ Bar what | exalted form is this, : tha. 
hitherward directs its even, its unin. 
terrupted courſe ? whoſe foot is on the- 


earth, whoſe head above the clouds. 


A On his brow ſitteth majeſty ; ſteadi- 
neſs is in his port; and in his heart 


reigneth tranquility. 


/, Tho? obſtacles appear in the way 4 


he deigneth not to look down upon 


them: tho' heaven and earth oppoſe 


his paſſage, he proceedeth. 


A The mountains ſink beneath his 


tread: 


- 


„ 
tread: the waters of the ocean are 
dried up under the ſoal of his foot. 
/ The tyger throweth herſelf acroſs 
his way in vain; the ſpots of the leo- 
” Pard glow againſt him unregarded. 
He marcheth through the embattled 


"Tegions : with his hand he pureth alide 
the terrors of death, 


but are not able to ſhake them: the 
thunder burſteth over his head in vain; 
the lightning ſerveth but to  thew the 
_ glories of his countenance. 


' from the utmoſt part of the earth : he 
ſceth happineſs afar off before him; 


the limits of the Pole. 
He walketh up to itz he entereth 
| boldly; and he remaineth there for ever. 


 whichis right, and then know the great- 
eſt of human praiſe is to be immutable. 


A Storms roar againſt his ſhoulders, 


His name 1s Reſolution! he cometh. 


his eye diſcovereth her temple beyond 


4 Eſtabliſh thy heart, Ol in 1 


A 
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CHAPTER "10-- 
VEAKNESS. 


TA IN and inconſtant as thou art, 
O child of imperfection! how 

cl thou but be weak; i: not incon- 
ſtancy connected with frailty ? can there 
be vanity without infirmity? Avoid the 


danger of the one; and thou ſhalt 
_ eſcape the miſchiefs of the other. 


Wberein art thou moſt weak? in | 
that wherein thou ſeemeſt moſt Ge: ; 
in that wherein moſt thou glorieſt: 
even in poſſeſſing the things which thou 
haſtz in uling the good that is about 
thee. 


Are not thy . alſo frail? or 


knoweſt thou even what it is' thou 


wouldſt wiſn? when thou haſt obtained 
what moſt thou . after, behold TE 


. contenteth thee not. 

Wherefore loſeth the pleaſure that is 

before thee its reliſh ? and why appear- 
* e 


| „„ a 
eth that which is yet to come, the 


ſwecter? becauſe thou art wearied with 
the good of this, becauſe thou knoweſt 


not the evil of that which is not with . 

thee. Know that to be content is to | 

U 

be happy. 
Couldiſt thou chuſe or thyſelf; 1 woul: 

thy creator lay before thee all that thine 


| heart could aſk for; would happiness 
then remain with thee? or . 7 0 
wel always in thy gates: M 
Alas! thy weakneſs ſorbiddech it; 1 ; 
thy infirmity declarcth againſt it. Va- 
riety is to thee in the place of pleaſure; 2 
but that which permanently delighteth, 
mo be permanent. . 1 
When it is gone thou repenteſt the ; 
. loſs of it; though while it was wi h 1 


thee thou deſpiſedft i 1 1 
That which ſucceedeth it hath 0 1 
more pleaſure for thee; and thou aſter- 1 
wards quarrelleſt with thyſelf for pre- | 
ſerring it: behold the only circumſtance | 
in which thou erreſt not. E 


I3 


9 L 


4s there any thinks in which thy weak- | 


neſs. appeareth more than in deſiring 

| 5 

things; it is in the poſſcſing, and in 
the uſing them. 1 85 


Good things ceaſe to be good i in our 
erben bf" them: what nature meant 
pure ſweets are ſources of bitterneſs to 


us: from our delights ariſe Pain: from 


our joys ſorrow. 


4 Be moderate in the enjoyment : ; and 


it ſhal | remain in thy poſſeſſion : let thy 


5 joy be founded on reaſon; and to its 
end ſhall ſorrow be a ſtranger. 


The delights of love are uſhered. in 
by ſighs, and they terminate in languiſh- 
ment and dejection: the object "thou | 


burnedſt for nauſeates with ſatiety 3 ; and 
no ſooner hadſt thou poſſeſſed it but 


thou art weary of its preſence. 


A\- Join eſteem to thy admiration z unite 


ſriendſhip with thy love: ſo ſhalt thou 
find in- the end, content ſo abſolute, 


chat it ſurpaſſeth raptures : tranquility 
more worth than extacy. 


God, 


(38) 


God, hath given thee no > good with 
oOnt its "ni of evil : bur he hath 


given thee alfo the means of throwing 


off the evil from it. 

As joy is not without | its allay of pain, 
ſo neither is ſorrow without its portion 
of pleaſure. Joy and grief tho? unlike 


are united : our own choice OT can 


| give them to us entire. 


Melancholy itſelf of giveth de- 
light: and the extremity of Joy is 


mingled with tears. 


= he beſt things 1 in the 3 of a FA 


may be turned to his deſtruction: and 
out of the worſt the wiſe will find the 
means of od. 


e ee vation ta; rr 
ture, O man! that thou haſt not 


| ſtrength either to be good or to be evil 


entirely : rejoice that thou canſt not ex- 
cel in evil; and let the good that is 


within thy reach content thee. 
The virtues are allotted to various 
tations: ſeek not after impoſſibilities, 
| LY =» + 


(39 )-* 
nor grieve that thou canſt not poſit's 
them wy 
Would chou at once have the libe- 
rality of the rich, and the contentment 
of the poor? or ſhall the wife of thy 
boſon be deſpiſed becauſe ſhe ſheweth 
not the virtues of the widow? = 
\ If thy father fink before thee in the 
diviſions of thy country, can at once 
- | thy juſtice deftroy him, and thy ny . 
s | fave his life? 
H thou behold thy brother in the 
11 agonies of a flow death, is it not mer cy 
d to put a period to his life? and is it 
0 not alſo death to be his murderer? 
Truth is but one; thy doubts are of 
' thine own raiſing : he who made virtues 
„ | what they are, planted alſo in thee a 
it | knowledge of their pre- eminence z act 
i as thy ſoul dictates to thee; and the 
5 - nd ſhall be ab men, 


1 


" e 


CHAPTER IV. 


of the INSUFFICIENCY. 0 K NO. 
LEDGE. 1 


F there is any thing lovely if there 
there is any thing deſirable; if there 
is any thing within the reach of man 
that is worthy of praiſe, is it not know- 
| ledge? and yet who 1 is it that attaineth 
_ unto it? 
The ſtateſman ampclaieerk- FEY he 

| hath it: the ruler of the people claim- 
eth the praiſe of it: but findeth the ſub- 
It that he poſſeſſeth it? 
Evil is not requiſite to man; neither 
can vice be neceſſary to be tolerated : 
yet how many evils are permitted by 
the connivance of the laws? how many 
_ crimes committed by the decrees of the 
council? 
But be wiſe, O ruler! and learn O 
; thou that art to command the nations ! 
one crime authoriſed by thee is wor ſe 
than 


An 


(41) 
than the eſcape of ten from 7 
ment. 

When thy people are numerous; 5 
when thy ſons encreaſe about thy table, 
ſendeſt thou them not out to ſlay the 


innocent; and to fall before the ſword 


of him whom they have not offended? 
If the object of thy deſires demand- 


eth the lives of a thouſand ſayeſt thou 
not I will have it? ſurely thou forget- 
teſt that he who created thee, created 
alſo theſe; and that their blood is as 5 
rich as thine, . 


PS thou that juſtice cannot be 


executed without wrong? ſurely thine 
own words condemn thee: 


Thou who flattereſt with falſe hopes 


the criminal that he may confeſs his 
guilt ; art not thou unto him a crimi- 
nes ? or is thy guilt the leſs becauſe he 
| cannot puniſh it? 


When thou commandeſt to. the tor- 


ture him Who is but ſuſpected of ill: 


3 dareſt 
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dareſt thou to remember, that thou 


| mayſt Wrack the innocent? 


Is thy purpoſe anſwered by the 


event? is thy ſoul ſatisfied with h's 


' confeſſion? pain will enforce him to 
ſay what is not, as eaſy as what is; and 
anguiſh bath cauſed Innocence to ac· 
= cuſe herſelf. Ts FOO 
That thou mayſt not kill him with- : 
out cauſe thou doſt worſe than kill him: 
that thou mayſt prove if he be guilty, 


| thou deſtroyeſt him innocent, 

| AO blindneſs to all truth! 0 inſufn - 
ciency of the wiſdom of the wiſe: 
know when thy judge ſhall bid thee 


account for this, thou ſhalt wiſh ten 
thouſand guilty to have gone free, ra- 
ther than one innocent then to ſtand 


forth againſt thee. 


A Inſufficient as 1 art to the main- 


tenance of juſtice, how ſhalt thou ar- 
rive at the knowledge of truth? how 


| ſhalt thou aſcend to the footſtep « of her 


throne * 1 


As 


Cs 
As the owl is blinded by the radi- 

ance of the ſun, fo ſhall the bright- 

neſs of her countenance dazzle thee | in 
thy approaches. 

Af thou wouldſt mount up into her 
throne, firſt bow thyſelf at her foot- 
ſtool: if thou wouldſt arrive at the 

knowledge of her; firſt inform Ow" | 

ſielf of thine own ignorance. 

More worth is ſhe than pearls, there- 

| fore ſeek her carefully; the emerald, 
and the ſapphire, and the ruby are as 

dirt beneath her feet; therefore purſue 
her manfully. | 

The way to her is labour; attention 

is the pilot that muſt conduct thee into 
her ports: but weary not in the way; 
for when thou art arrived at her, the 
| the toil ſhall be to thee for pleaſure. 

A Say not unto thyſelf, behold truth 

| b:-edeth hatred, and I will avoid it: 

| difimulation raiſeth friends, and I will 

| follow it: are not the enemies made 

by truth better than the friends obtain- 
ed by Ratgery'3 ? 
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A Naturally 6600 man deſire the truth, 


yet when it is before him, he will not 
| apprehend it: and if it force itſelf up- 
: on him, is he not offended at it?;ʒ⸗ 


The fault is not in truth, for that is 
Jad but the weakneſs of man 


beareth not its ſplendor. 


Wouldſt thou ſee thine inſufficiency 
more plainly : view thyſelf at thy de- 
votions! to what end was religion in 


ſtituted, but to teach thee ts infir- 
mities; to remind thee of thy weak- ; 


neſs; to ſhew thee that from heaven 
alone thou art to hope for good? 25 
Doth it not remind thee that thou 


art duſt ? doth it not tell thee that thou 
art aſhes? and behold repentance : EZ i 
it not built on frailty? 


When thou giveſt an oath ; when 


thou ſweareſt thou wilt not deceive; 
| behold it ſpreadeth ſhame upon thy 


face, and upon the face of him that 


receiveth it: learn to be Juſt, and re- 


pentance may be forgotten: learn to 


be honeſt, and oaths are unneceſſary. 
The 
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The ſhorter follies are the better: 


ſay not therefore to thyſelf I will not 
play the fool by halves. | 
He that heareth his own faults with | 
patience, ſhall reprove another with 
boldneſs. 
He that giveth a denial with Naeh 5 
ſhall ſuffer a repulſe with moderation. 
I thou art ſuſpected; anſwer with 
freedom : whom ſhould ſulpicion af- 
fright except the guilty ? 80 
„The tender of heart is turned 1 
= purpoſe by ſupplications ; the 
proud is rendered more obſtinate by 
entreaty: the ſenſe of thine inſuffici- 
ency commandeth thee to hear; but 
to be juſt, thou muſt hear without 
ß 
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CHAPTER 2 
MISERY. 


EEBLE and infilicieot as thou 
art, O man! in good; frail and 
inconſtant as thou art in pleaſure ; yet 
is there a thing in which thou art frog 
and unſhaken : its name is miſery, 
It is the character of thy being; che 
prerogative of thy nature: in thy breaſt 
alone it reſideth; without thee there is 
nothing of it: and behold what is its 
ſource, but thine own paſſions? 
He who gave thee theſe, gave thee 
alſo reafon to ſubdue them; exert it; 
and thou ſhalt trample them under thy 


feet. 


Thine entrance into the world, is it 
not ſhameful ? thy deſtruction, is it not 
glorious? lo! men adorn the inſtru- 
ments of death with gold, and gems 3 
and wear them above their garments. 


He 
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Ho who begetteth a man 4 his 


face: but he who killeth a i is 
| honoured. 
Know thou notwithſtanding that in 


this is error: cuſtom cannot alter the 
nature of truth; neither can the opinion 
of man deſtroy juſtice : the glory and 


the ſhame are miſplaced, 


| There is but one way for man to be 
produced: there are a thouſand by 


which he may be deſtroyed. 


There is no praiſe, or honour to him 
who. giveth being to another; but tri- 
umphs and empire are the rewards ob -: 


"Va bs who hath many children bath | 
as many bleſſings: and he who hath 
taken away the life of another; ſhall 


not enjoy his own. 


While the ſavage cur ſeth he birth of 
his ſon 3 and bleſſeth the death of his 
father; doth he not call biraſelf a a mon- f 


ter? 5 


„ ee 
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Enough of evil is allotted unto man: 
but he maketh it more while he lament- 
eth it. 
j The greateſt of all biotin ills is : 
| forrow: too much of this thou art born 
| unto; add not unto it © by thine o 
Perverſeneſs. - 
Brief is natural to thee 3; and is al- 
ways about thee ; pleaſure is a ſtranger, 
and viſiteth thee but by times: uſe welt 
thy reaſon, and ſorrow ſhall be caſt be- 
hind thee: be prudent, and the viſits 
of joy ſhall remain long with ther: 
Euvery part of thy frame is capable 
of ſorrow : but few and narrow are the 
paths that lead to delight 
Pleaſures can be admitted only ſim- 
ply ; „ but pains ruſh it in a thouſand ata 
time. | 
: As the blaze of ſtraw fadeth as ſoon 
as it is kindled; ſo paſſeth away the 
1 brighineſs of joy, and thou kKnoweſt 
1 not what is become of it. 


Sorrow 


(49) 


Sorrow i is frequent : pleaſure is rare: 
pain cometh of itſelf; delight muſt be 
purchaſed : grief is unmixed; but Joy 
Wanteth not its allay of bitterneſs. 

As the ſoundeſt health is leſs per- 
ceived than the lighteſt malady: ſo the 
higheſt joy toucheth us leſs deep, chan 

the ſmalleſt ſorrow. 
Me are in love with anguiſh ; we 
often fly from pleaſure : when we pur- 
chaſe it, coſteih it not more than it is | 
worth! „ | 1 
Reflection is the buſineſs of man: +, 0 
ſenſe of his ſtate is his firſt duty: but 
who remembreth himſelf in joy! t b 
not in mercy then that lor row is allotted : 
: unto us??? — 
1 Man foreſeeth the evil that is to 
come: he remembereth it when it is paſt;, |} 
he conſidereth not that the thought of 
affliction woundeth deeper than the af- 
fliction itſelf: think not of thy pain but | 
when it is upon thee, and thou ſhalt = 
avoid what moſt would hurt thee, 


C 5 He 1 


(48) 


Enough of evil is allotted unto man: 
but he maketh it more while he Jament- 
eth 1 it. 

The greateſt of all umm Uh is 
ſorrow : too much of this thou art born 
unto; add not unto it by thine own 
perverſeneſs, . | 
| Grief is natural to thee : ; not | is al- 
ways about thee; pleaſure is a ſtranger, 

and viſiteth thee but by times: uſe wel} 
thy reaſon, and ſorrow ſhall be caſt be- 
hind thee : be prudent, and the viſits 
of joy ſhall remain long with thee. 
Every part of thy frame is capable 
of ſorrow : but few and narrow are the 
paths that lead to delight. 

Pleaſures can be admitted only ſim- 
ply ; 7 but pains ruſh 1 in a thouſand at a 
: time. | a 

As the blaze of flow fadeth as ſoon 
as it is kindled ; ſo paſſeth away the 


| brightneſs of joy, and thou kKnowelt 
not what is become of it. | 


Sorrow 


(49) 

Sorrow is frequent: pleaſure is rare: 
pain cometh of itſelf ; delight muſt be 
purchaſed : grief is unmixed ; but Joy 
wanteth not its allay of bitterneſs. PE 
As the ſoundeſt health is leſs per- 
ceived than the lighteſt malady : fo the 


higheſt joy toucheth us leſs Og: than 
the ſmalleſt ſorrow. 


We are in love with anguiſh; we. 


often fly from pleaſure : when we pur- 
chaſe it, coſteth it not more than it is 
worth ® 
Reflection is the buſineſs of man: a 
ſenſe of his ſtate is his firſt duty: but 
who remembreth himſelf 1 in Joy ? is it 
not in mercy then chat forrow 1 is allotted 
unto us? 
Man foreſeeth the evil that is to 
n he remembereth it when it is paſt; 
he conſidereth not that the thought of 
affliction woundeth deeper than the af- 
fliction itſelf : think not of thy pain but 
when it is upon thee, and thou ſhalt. 
avoid what moſt would hurt thee, 


"0.1680; 3 
1 who weepeth before he needeth, 
weepeth more than he needeth : and 
why? but that he loveth weeping. 
The ſtag weepeth not till the ſpear is 
lifted up againſt him: nor do the tears 
of the beaver fall till the hound is ready 
to ſeize him: man anticipateth death 
by the apprehenſion of it; and the fear 
is greater miſery, than the event itſelf, 
Be always prepared to give an ac- 


count of thine actions, and the beſt 
death is that which 18 leaſt Preme- 


” ditated. 


CHAP; 


CHAPTER VI. 
Of JUDGMENT. 


HE greateſt bounties given to 
man are judgment and will: hap- 
py is he who miſapplyeth them not. 

| As the torrent that rolleth down the : 
mountains, deſtroyeth all that is borne 


away by it; ſo doth common opinion 
overwhelm reaſon, in him who ſubmit- 1 


teth to it, without faying what is uy = 
foundation? 
See that what thou receiveſt as ; truth 
be not the ſhadow of it: what thou ac- 


knowledgeſt as convincing is often but 


plauſible: be firm; be conftant 1 3 de- 
termine for thyſelf : ſo ſhalt thou be 
anſwerable only for thine own weak- 
neſs. 


Say not that the event proveth the 180 
wiſdom of the action: remember man 
iS | not above the reach of Accidents. =” 


G--S | "© on 
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Condemn not the judgment of an- 


other becauſe it diffcreth from thine 
own. may not even both be in an t 
error? 8 1 
When thou eſteemeſt a man for his t 
titles, and contemneſt the ſtranger be- X 
cauſe he wanteth them; judgeſt thou } 
| not of the camel by his bridle? 

| Think not thou art revenged of thine | 
[| enemy when thou ſlayeſt him: thou þ 
| putteſt him beyond thy reach; thou. t 
| giveſt him quiet; and thou takeſt from : 
[| - oye all means of hurting, him. b 
Was thy mother incontinent, and Fi 1 
ll grieveth 1 it thee to be told of it? is frail-a 5 

| ty in thy wife, and art thou pained at 
| the reproach of it? he who deſpiſth | , 
| thee for it condemneth himſelf: art thou. Is 
| anſwerable for the vices of another? tt 
1 Diſregard not a jewel becauſe thou FF» 
+ poſieſſeſt it : neither enhance thou the ” 
value of a thing becauſe it is another 'F. E 
= poſſeſſion to the wile addeth to the Price Ez Xx 
of it. 1 e 7 


Honour 


(57). 

Honour not thy wife the leſs becauſe 
ſhe is in thy power: and deſpiſe him 
that hath ſaid wouldſt thou love her 
leſs ? marry her! what hath put her into 
thy power, but her confidence in thy 

virtue ? ſhouldlſt thou love her leſs for 
being more obliged to her? 

; If thou wert juſt in rhy courtſhip of 
her; tho” thou neglecteſt her while thou. 
haſt her, yet ſhall her lots be bi tter to 
thy ſoul. 
Ile who thinketh . beſt a 
becauſe he poſſeſſeth her; if he be not 
wiſer than the e, at leaſt be is more a 


happy. 


Weigh not the lok 1 ga hath 
ufered by the tears he ſheddeth for it 3 
the greateſt griefs are above theſe ex 
preſſions of them. 
Eſteem not an action becauſe it . 
Fare with noiſe and pomp : the nobleſt 
| ſoul is that which doth great things, 
and is not moved in the doing them. 


Fame 


( 54 ) 

Funde aſtoniſheth the ear of him who 
heareth it; but tranquility rejoiceth the 
heart that is poſſeſſed of it. 
Attribute not the good actions of an. 
other to bad cauſes; thou canſt not 
know his heart; but the world will. 
know by this that thine is full of envy. 
There is not in hypocriſy more vice, 
than folly : to be honeſt is as s caly ; as to 
ſeem 0. 5 

A Be more ready t to acknowledge a be- 
N than to revenge an injury; ſo 
inhalt thou have more benefits than in- 

juries done unto thee. : 
Be more ready to love than to hate; 
ſo ſhalt thou be loved by more than hate 
thee. 

he willing to commend, and be now 
to cenſure; 10 ſhall Praiſe be upon thy 

_ virtues, and the eye of enmity ſhall be 
blind to thy imperfectionnss. 
A; When thou doſt good, do it becauſe 
is good; not becauſe men eſteem it: 
when thou avoideſt evil, fly it becauſe 
it is evil; not becauſe men ſpeak againſt 
: be honeſt for love of honeſty, and 
. 


„ 

thou ſhalt be uniformly ſo: he that dotli 
it without principle is wavering. 
Wiſh rather to feproved by the wile, 
than to be applauded by him who 
hath no underſtanding : when they tell 
thee of a fault, they ſuppoſe thou canſt 
improve; the other when he praiſeth 
thee thinketh thee like unto himſelf. 
Accept not an office for which thou 
art not qualified; leſt he who DOVER 
more of it deſpiſe thee, 
Inſtruct not another in that wherein 
thyſelf art ignorant: when he ſeeth it 
he will upbraid — = 
. not a friendſhip with him who 
hath injured thee : he who ſuffereth the 
wrong may forgive it; but he who doeth 
it never will be well with m_—_ 
Lay not too great obligations on him 
thou wiſheſt thy friend; behold! the 
ſenſe of them will drive him from -; 

a little benefit alienateth ee 5 


great one maketh an enemy. 5 
Nevertheleſs ingratitude 1 is not in the | 


nature of man; neither is his anger ir- 
reconcileable: he hateth to be put in 
N a 


„„ i Ay 
mind of a debt he cannot pay : he is 


aſhamed in the FO of him whom 
he hath injured. | 
Repine not at the good of a ſtranger; 


neither rejoice thou in the evil that be- 
falleth thine enemy : wiſheſt thou that 


others ſhould do thus by thee? 


Wouldſt thou enjoy the good will of 


all men; let thine own benevolence be 

univerſal. If thou obtaineſt it not by _ 
this, no other means could give it thee : 
and know tho' thou haſt it not; thou 
| haſt the greater pleaſure of having 
: merited it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
PRESUMPTION 


R IDE and meanneſs ſeem incom- 

patible ; but man reconcileth con- 

trarieties : he is at once the moſt miſe- 

rable and the moſt arrogant of all. 
creatures. 

Preſumption i is he bane of reaſon ;: 

it is the nurſe of error; yet is i t con- 


genial with reaſon in bs. 
Who is there that judgeth not * 


ther too highly of himſelf; or think- 
eth too meanly of others? 985 
Our Creator himſelf eſcapeth not 
our prefumption : how then ſhall we 
be ſafe from one another? PE 
What is the origin of + : 
| and whence ariſeth falſe worſhip ? from 
our prefuming to reaſon about what is 
above our reach; to comprehend what. 
is incomprehenſible. 
Limited and weak as our under- 
ſtandings are, we employ not even their 


lictle: 


——_—_—_——— 
gn 
— — 


= ot 
— — = ——_— ——— n_—_— Ce — 
— . — —— —— = : - 


— — — — 


— 0 r ——————— i. =: 


— 


45 


little forces as we ought: We ſoar not 
| high enough in our approaches to God's 
greatneſs; we give not wing enongh 


to our ideas, when we enter into the 


- adoration of divinity. 
A Man who fears to breathe a f per 


againſt his earthly ſovereign, trembl.s 


not to arraign the diſpenſations of bis 
God: he forgett:th his r and 
1 8 rejudgeth his jadgments. | 


He who darcth not repeat the name 


of his prince without honour; yet 
bluſheth not to call that of his Creator 
to be witneſs to a lye. | 


He who would hear the Sr af | 


the magiſtrate with ſilence z yet dareth 

to plead with the Eternal: he attempt- | 
eth to ſooth him with intreaties; Coy 
flatter him with promiſes; to agree with 
him upon conditions; nay to brave 
and murmur at him if his e is 
not granted. 


Why art thou unpuniſhed, O man, 


in thy impicty! but that this is not 


oy day of retribution. 


5 


_ (59) 
Be not like unto thoſe who fight 


with the thunder, nor dare thou to de- 
ny thy Creator thy prayers becauſe he 
chaſtiſeth thee: thy madneſs is on thine 
on head in this: thy impiety burteth 
no one but thyſelf. 
Why boaſteth man that he is the ſa- 
vourite of his maker; yet neglecteth 
do pay his thanks, his adorations ſor it? 


> how ſuiteth ſuch a life with a belict 
= haughty ? 


AMan, who is truly but a mote in 


the wide expanſe, believeth the whole 


earth and heaven created for him: he 


thinketh the whole frame of nature 
hath intereſt in his well being. 


As the fool, while the 1 images trem- 


ble on the boſom of the water, think - 

eth that trees, towns, and the wide ho- 

rizon are dancing to do him pleaſure: 
ſo man while nature performs her de- 
tin d courſe, believes tha all her mo- 
tions are but to entertain his eye. 


4 While he courts the rays of the ſun 
to warm him, he ſuppoſeth it made 
only 9 


Te) 


to be of uſe to him; while he traceth 
the moon in her nightly path; he be- 
lieveth ſhe was created to do bim Plea- 
ſure. i 
A Fool to thine own x pride! be hum- 
ble! know thou art not the cauſe why 
the world holdeth its courſe: for thee 
are not made the viciſſitudes of ſummer 
and water; 
A No change w e would follow if Fo whole 
race exiſted not: thou art but one 
among millions that are bleſſed in it. 
Exalt not thyſelf to the heavens, for 
lo the angels are above thee: nor diſ- 
dain thy fellow-inhabitants of the 
| earth, for that they are beneath thee: 
- Are they not the work of the tame 
hand? 1 
Thou who art happy by the mercy 
* thy Creator, how dareſt thou in 
wantonneſs put others of his creatures 


: to torture? beware that it return not 
upon thee. 


4 Serve they not all the ſame univer- 
a maſter with thee ? hath he not ap- 


pointed. 


„ 
Pointed unto each its laws? hath he 
not care of their preſervation? and da- 
reſt thou to infringe it? 


Set not thy jnd ment above that cf 
all the earth: neither condemn as falſe- f 
hood what agreeth not with thine own 
apprehenſion: who gave thee the pow- 
of determining for others? or Who 
took from the world the right. of 
Choice? 5 


How many 1 love deen edel 
which now are received as truths? how _ 
many now received as truths ſhall ! inn 
their turn be deſpiſed ?/ of what then - 
can man be certain? ll 
9 Do the good that thou knoweſt, a 
| happineſs ſhall be unto thee: virtue is 
more thy bulineſs here than wiſdom. _ 
Truth and falſehood, have they not 
the ſame appearance in what we under- 
ſtand not? what then but our preſump- 
tion can determine between them? 
We ealily believe what is above our 
comprehenſion: or we are proud to 
pretend it, that it may appear we un- 
derſtand 


< 62) 

derftand | it: is not this folly and arro- 
gance? 
Who is it that affirms moſt boldly E 
who is it that holds his opinion moſt 
obſtinately ? even he who hath moſt 
ignorance ; for he alſo hath moſt pride. 
Every man when he layeth hold of 

an opinion defireth to remain in it; but 
moſt of all he who hath moſt preſump- 
tion: he contenteth not himſelf to be- 
tray his own ſoul into it, but he will 


5 impoſe i * on others to believe in it — 


| allo. 

- Say not that truth 18 eſtabliſhed by 
: years, or that in a multitude of be- 
 lievers there is certainty. 

One human propoſition hath as much 

= authority as another, if reaſon maketh 
not the difference. 
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CHAPTER * 
COVETOUSNESS. 


5 EE A 5 


attention; therefore an earneſt 
care of obtaining them is unjuſtifiable. 
I) he deſire of i what man calleth good; 
the; joy he taketh in poſſeſſing it; is 
grounded only in opinion: take not up 
that from the vulgar: examine the 
worth of things APY, and thou ſhalt 
not be covetous. 
An immoderate deſire of riches is a 
poiſon lodged in the ſoul; it contami- 
nates and deſtroys every thing that was 
good in it; it is no ſooner rooted there, 
than all virtue, all honeſty, all natural 
: alfection fly before the face of it. 

The covetous would ſell his children 
for gold: his parent might die ere he 
would open his coffer : nay he conſi- 
dereth not himſelf in reſpe& of it: in 
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the ſearch of happineſs he ma keth him- 


ſelf unhappy. 


As the man who ſelleth his houſe to 
purchaſe ornaments for the embelliſh- 
ment of it; even ſo is he who giveth 
up peace in the ſearch of riches, in hope 


he may be happy in enjoying them. 


A Where covetouſneſs reigneth, know | 


that the ſoul is poor. Whoſo account- 


eth not riches the principal good of 


man, will not throw away all other 
goods 1 in the purſuit of them. 


Whoſo feareth not poverty: as the 


_ greateſt evil of his nature; will not 
purchaſe to himſelf all othe cr * evils ! in 1 the 


avoiding of it. 


A Thou "IF is not virtue more worth - 
than riches? is not guilt more baſe 


than poverty! ? enough for his neceſſities 
is in the power of every man: be con- 

rent with it, and thy happineſs ſhall 

ſmile at the ſorrows of him who heap- 
eth up more. 


A Nature hath hid gold beneath the 


earth, as unworthy t9 be [cen 3 : ſilver 
= hath 


. 
hath ſhe placed where thou trampleſt _ 
it under thy feet: meaneth ſhe not by 

this to inform thee, that gold is not 
worthy thy regard ; that - ſilver is be- 
neath thy notice? > 
' Covetouſneſs burieth under the 
E Na millions of wretches : theſe dig 
for their hard maſters what returneth 
the injury; what maketh them more 
more miſerable than their ſlaves. 
The earth is barren of good things 
where ſhe hoardeth up treaſure: where 
gold is in her bowels, chere no herb : 
groweth. 
As the horſe findeth not there his 
eue nor the mule his provender; as 
the fields of corn laugh not on the ſides 
of the hills; as ihe olive holdeth not 
forth there her fruits, nor che vine her 
cluſters ; even fo no good dwelleth in 
the breaſt of him whoſe heart broodeth 
Over his treaſure. 
Riches are ſcrvants to the wiſe ; but 


they are tyrants over the ſoul of the 
fool. 
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The covetous ſerveth his gold; it 


ſerveth not him: he poſſeſſeth his 


wealth as the ſick doth a fever; it 


burneth and tortureth him, and will not 
quit him unto death. 
AHath not gold deſtroyed the virtue 
of millions? did it ever add to the good- 


neſs of any! ? 


Is it not moſt abundant ew the wort : 
= of men? wherefore then ſhouldſt thou de- 
ire to be diſtinguiſhed by poſſeſſing it? 


Have not # x wiſeſt been thoſe who 


- have had leaſt of it? and i is not Wil- 


dom happineſs? 
Have not the worſt of thy ſpecies poſ- 


ſeſſed the greateſt portions of it? and 
hath not their end been miſerable? 


Poverty wanteth many things: but 


covetouſneſs denieth itſelf all. 


AT he covetous can be good to no man; 
but he is to none ſo cruel as to himſelf, 


Je induſtrious to procure gold; and 


be generous in the diſpoſal of it: man 
never is fo happy as when he giveth 
happineſs unto another. 


CHAP. 


(69) 


CHAPTER u. 
PROFUSION. 


A F there be a vice greater than the 
hoarding; up of riches ; it is the em- 
ploying them to uſcleſs purpoſes. _ 
A He that prodigally laviſheth that 
which he hath to ſpare, robbeth the 
poor of what nature giveth him a Lv 
unto. | „„ | 
He who N away his trea- 
ſure refuſeth the means to do good: 
he denieth himſelf the practice of vir- 
tues whoſe reward is in their hand; 
v hoſe end is no other than bis own hap- 
pinefs. g 
It is more difficult to be well with 
riches, than to be at eaſe under the 
want of them: man governeth himſelf 
5 much eaſier in poverty than in abun⸗ 
i dance. 
Poverty requireth but” one virtue, 
patience, to ſupport it: the rich if he 
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have not charity, temperance, prudence, 

and many more, is guilty, _ 
A The poor hath only the good of his 
own ſtate committed unto him; the 
Z rich is entruſted with the welfare of : 
thouſands. 
He that giveth away 7 treaſure 
wiſely, giveth away his plagues. He 


that retaineth their increaſe, heapeth 5 


up ſorrows. 


which he wanteth; deny not unto thy 
brother that which thou wanteſt thyſelf. 
_ + Know there is more delight in being 5 
En what thou haſt given than in 
| poſſeſſing millions which thou Enoweſt 
| — nottheuſeof, Z 


CHAP, 


Refuſe not unto the 1 that _ 
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CHAPTER III. 
REVENGE. 


HE root of revenge is in the 

weakneſs of the foul : the moſt 
abject and timorous are the moſt . 
dicted to lt. 
Who torture thoſe they be bur 


cowards? who murder choſe they rob | 


but women ? 
Ihe feeling an injury muſt be pre- 
vious to the revenging it; but the no- 
le mind diſdaineth to ſay it hurts me. 
If the injury is not below thy notice, 
| he that doth it unto thee in that maketh 
himſelf fo: wouldſt thou enter the liſts 
with thine inferior? 

Diſdain the man who attemptcth t to 
wrong thee : contemn him who would 
| give thee diſquiet. 
In this thou not only preſerveſt thine 
own Peace, but thou inflicteſt all the 
4 — 58 


puniſhment of revenge, without Nloop- 
ing to employ it againſt him. 

ö 10 the tempeſt and the thunder affect 
not the ſun or the ſtars, but ſpend their 
fury on ſtones and trees below; ſo in- 
juries aſcend not to the ſouls of the great, 
but waſte themſelves on ſuch as are thoſe : 
Vho offer them. ; 
Poorneſs of ſpirit will actuate re- 

5 venge; greatneſs of ſoul deſpiſeth the -- 
ende nay it doth good unto him 

who intended to have diſturbed CT. 
Why feekeſt thou vengeance, 0 


purſueſt it? thinkeſt thou to pain thine 
| adverſary by it? know that thyſelf feel⸗ 
eeſt its greateſt torments. 
| Revenge gnaweth the heart Fw, him MN 
who is infected with it; while he a- 


caly; -. | 

It is unjuſt in the 1 it inflits ; : 

therefore nature intended it not for thee: : 

needeth he who is injured, more pain? 
8 or. 


man! with what purpoſe j is it that thou 


gainſt whom it is intended remaineth 


3 
or ought he to add force to the afflic- 
tion which another hath caſt upon him? 
The man who meditateth revenge is 

not content with the miſchief he hath 
received, He addeth to his anguiſh the 

_ puniſhment due unto another; while he 
whom he ſecketh to hurt, goeth his 
way laughing : he maketh himſelf mer- 
ry at mis Addition to his miſery. f 
Revenge is painful in the intent; and 


RR dangerous in the execution: ſeldom 


_ doth the ax fall where he who lifted it 
up intended; and lo! he remembereth 
not that it muſt recoil againſt him. 
Whilſt the revengeful ſeeketh his ene - 
my's hurt, he oftentimes procureth his 
own de ſcruction: while he aimeth at 
one of the eyes of his adverſuy. 743 


Es he putteth out both his own: 
If he attain not his end, he lament- 


eh] rt: if he ſucceed he repenteth of it. 
The fear of juſtice taketh away the 
peace of his own ſoul; the care to hide 

him from it, deſtroyeth that of his 
friend. 


Ds Can 
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Can the death of thine adverſary i 
£1 tiate thy hatred ? can the ſetting him | BY 
reſt reſtore thy peace? 
Mouldſt thou make him ſorry for his 
offence, conquer him and ſpare him: 
in death he owneth not thy ſuperiority; 
nor feeleth he more the power of "Oe 
Wrath. 
In revenge there ſhould be ; a tri- 
: umph of the avenger; and he who 
| hath injured him ſhould feel his diſplea- 5 
ſure; he ſhould ſuffer pain from it, and ; 
ſhould repent him of the cauſe. 5 
This is the revenge inſpired from an- 


ger; but that which maketh thee great- 1 


eſt, is contempt. 


Murder for an injury ariſeth only from | 


cowardice : he who inflicteth it feareth 
that the enemy may Ive, and avenge 


himſelf. 
Death endeth the quarrel but It re- 


ſtoreth not the reputation: killing 1 is an 


act of caution, not of courage; it is 
ſafe, but it is not honourable. 


There 


TC 


There is nothing ſo eaſy as to re- 


venge an offence ; but nothing is lo ho- 


nourable as to pardon it. 
The greateſt victory man can obtain! is 


over himſelf: he that diſdaineth to feel 


an injury 1 retorteth it vpgn him who of- 
fereth 1 it. 


When thou meditateſt revenge thou 


confeſſeſt that thou feeleſt the wrong: 
when thou complaineſt thou acknow- 
ledgeſt thyſelf hurt by it: meaneſt thou 


to add this triumph t to the bane] of 


thine enemy ? 


That cannot be en injury which is 
not felt : how then can he who de- 


igen it revenge it! ? 


If thou think it diſhonourable to be ar 


an offence, more is in thy Power; 
thou mayſt conquer it. 

Good offices will make a man a- 
ſhamed to be thine enemy. Greatneſs 
of ſoul will terrify him from the thought 


of hurting thee. 


| * 5 0 - Ph 


The greater the wrong, the more 
glory is in pardoning it; "and by how 
much more juſtifiable would berevenge, 
by ſo much the more honour is in cle- 

- MEncy. 
HFaſt thou a right to be a judge i in 
thine own cauſe: to be a party in the 
act, and yet to pronounce ſentence on 
it? before thou condemneſt let another | 
fay-in is. juſt” © 
The revengeful is feared, and * 


of his actions remaineth for ever; and 
the love of che world attendeth him. 


- — 


CHAP. 


fore he is hated : but he that is endow- * 
ed with clemency is adored, The praiſe 
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CHAPTER IV. 


CRUELTY, HATRE D, and 
ENVY 


EVENG E 0 deteſtable: What 
1 then is cruelty? lo! it poſ- 
feſſeth the miſchiefs of the other, 
but it wanteth even the pretence of 1s 
| provocations. 
Men diſown it as not of their na- 
ture: they are aſhamed of it as a ſtran- 


ger to their hearts: do they not call it 
1 inhumanity! =p} 


Whence then is her ariſe? unto 
wat that is human oweth he her ex- 
iſtence ? her father 1s Fear, and behold g 
Diſmay, is it not her mother? ; 
The hero lifteth his ſword Gi 
the enemy that reſiſteth; but no ſooner 
doth he ſubmit than he is ſatisfied, 
It is not in honour to trample on the 


object that feareth: it is not in virtue 


to inſult what is beneath it: ſudue the 
. OP "Ra 


| 
| 
| 
| 


why are tyrants cruel, 
they live in terror? 

The cur will tear the cements. though 
he dared not look it in the face while 
| living: the hound that hunteth it to 
che death, mangleth it not afterwards. 
Civil wars are the moſt bloody, be- 
cauſe thoſe who fight them are cow- 
ards. Conſpirators are murderers, be- 
cauſe in death there is ſilence: is it 
| not fear that telleth them they may be 
betrayed? 


thyſelf too high for hatred : 
mayſt not be inhuman, HS thy ſelf 


above the reach of envy. 


(989 


inſolent and ſpare the humble, and 


thou art at the height of victory. 
He who wanteth virtue to arrive at this 
end; he who hath not courage to aſ- 


cend thus unto it; lo! he  fupplieth 
the place of conqueſt by murder, of 
ſovercignty by ſlaughter, 


ſtriketh at all: 
but becauſe 


He who feareth all, 


That thou mayſt not be cruel, et 
that thou 


Every 
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Every man may be viewed in two 
lights: in one he will be troubleſome, 
in the other leſs offenſive : chuſe to ſce 


him in that in which he leaſt hurteth 


. thee; then ſalt thou not do hurt un- 


to him. 


What is there that a man may not 
turn unto his good ? in that which of- 
fendeth us moſt, there is more ground 

for complaint than hatred. Man 


would be reconcile d to him of whom 


he complaineth : what murdereth he 
but what he hateth? 5 
If chou art prevented of a | benefit. 
: fly not into rage: the loſs of thy rea- 
ſon is the want of a greater. 

Becauſe thou art robbed of thy cloke, 
wouldſt thou ſtrip 2 of thy coat. 
allo? 


Wb thou envieſt the man who 

: poſſeſſeth honours ; when his titles and 

his greatneſs raiſe thy indignation : 
ſeek to know whence they came unto 


(8) 

him; enquire by what he means he 
was poſteſſed of them; and thine en- 
"v7 will be turned into pity, 

If the fame fortune were offered un- 


to thee at the ſame price; be aſſured 
if thou wert wiſe Thou wouldſt refuſe 


Me 


What is aha pay * titles but flat- - 
| tery ? how doth man purchaſe power 5 
but by being a ſlave to him who giv- 


«th 1 tr 


1 Wouldſt VE: loſe thine. own 8 
do be able to take away that of ano- 
| ” ter? Or canſt thou envy him Who doth 


898 
Mlan purchaſech nothing of his ſupe- 
riors but ſor a price, and that price, 


is it not more than the value? wouldſt 
thou pervert the cuſtoms of the world? 
wouldſt thou have the Purchaſe: and 


the price alſo? 


As thou FEY not envy what thou 
woah not accept; diſdain this cauſe 
of hatred; and drive from thy ſoul 


this occaſion of the parent of cruelty. 


e e ie 


den 


Th) 
If thou poſſeſſeſt honour, canſt thou 


envy that which is obtained at the ex- 


pence of it? if thou knoweſt the va- 


lue of virtue, pitieſt thou not thoſe 


; who have bartered it ſo meanly? 


When thou has taught thyſelf to 


bear the ſeeming good of men without 


repining ; thou wilt hear of their real 


happineſs with pleaſure. 


If thou ſeeſt good things fall to one 
who deſerveth them, thou wilt rejoice 
Hit: for virtue is happy in the Proſ- 


perity of the virtuous. 
le who rejoiceth in the happineſs 
of another, increaſeth by i it his own. 


( 82 ) 


CHAPTER V. 
Hraviness of HEART. 


P E. ſoul of the chearſu] n 
a ſmile upon the face of 'af- I 
fliction; but the deſpondence of the 
tad deadeneth even the brightneſs of - 
Joy. 1 
5 What is "as ſource of fadhels 3 
a feebleneſs of the ſoul? what gireth | 
F power but the want of ſpirit ? rouſe 
_ thyſelf to the combat, and ſhe quit- 
teth the field before thou ſtrikeſt. 

She is an enemy to thy race; this. 
fore drive her from thy heart: the poi- 
ſoneth the ſweets of thy life; there- 
fore ſuff-r her not to enter thy dwelling 

Hphe raiſcth the loſs of a ſtraw to the 

deſtruction of thy fortune: While ſhe. 

vexeth thy ſoul about trilles, ſhe 
robbeth thee of thine attention to the 
things of conſequence: behold ſhe but 
propheſieth, what ſhe ſeemeth to relate 
unto thee. 
. She 
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She ſpreadeth drowſineſs as a veil 


over thy virtues : ſhe hideth them from 
thoſe who would honour thee on be- 
holding them: ſhe entangleth and 
keepeth them down, while ſhe maketh 
it moſt neceſſary for thee to exert them. 


Lo! ſhe oppreſſeth thee with evil; 


Nh and ſhe tieth dowa thine hands, when 
they would throw the load from off 
thee. . | 


Sis thou wouldſt avoid what is baſe; 
thou wouldſt diſdain what f 18 coward- 
1 if thou wouldſt drive from thy 


heart what is unjuſt, en not ſadneſs 
to lay hold upon it. 


Suffer it not to cover itſelf with the 


— — 


face of piety: let it not deceive thee 
with a ſhew of wid om. Reliz ion 
payeth honour to thy maker: let it not 
be clouded with mclancholy : wiſdom 
: maketh thee ha *PPY 3 know then that 
for row is to her looks a ſtranger. 


For what ſhould man be 1 


but for afflictions ? why ſhould his 
heart give up joy when the cauſes of | 


it 


(4) 
it are not removed from bim? is not 
this being miſerable for the fake of 
mier? 

As the mourner who Jooketh ſad be- 
cauſe he is hired to do ſo: who weep- 
eth becauſe his tears are paid for ; ſuch 
is the man who ſuffereth his heart to 
be fad, not becauſe he ſuffereth aught, 
but becauſe he is gloomy. 

It is not the occaſion that produdeth 
the ſorrow : for. behold the fame thing 8 
ſhall be to another rejoicing. Ns 
Aſk men if their ſadneſs muketh 
things the better; and themſelves will 
confeſs to thee that it is folly; nay, they 
will praiſe him who beareth his ills 
with patience, who maketh head againſt 
misfortune with courage: | applauſe 
ſhould be followed by imitation. 
Sadneſs! is againſt nature, for ! it trou- 
bleth her motions: Io! it rendereth 
diſtaſte ful whatſoe ver the hath made 
amiable. - | 

As the oak falleth before the tempeſt 
and raiſcth not its head again; fo bow- 

5 „ 
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| eth the heart of man to the force of : 
ſadneſs, and fo returneth it unto its 


ſtrength no more. 


As the ſnow melteth upon the moun- 


tains from the rain that trickleth down 
their ſides, even ſo is beauty waſhed 


from off the cheeks by tears: and nei- 
ther the one nor the other reſtoreth | it 
flelf again for ever. 
As the pearl is diſtolved by the 0 vi- 3 
negar which ſeemeth at firſt only to 
obſcure its ſurface; ſo is thy happi- 
neſs, O man! ſwallowed up by heavi- 
neſs of heart, tho at firſt it ſeemetk 5 


- bully to cover it with its ſhadow. 


A Behold ſadneſs in the public ſtreets: 
caſt thine eye upon her in the places of 
reſort : doth any look upon her? avoid- 


eth ſhe not every one? and doth not 
every one fly from her preſence ? 

See how ſhe droopeth her head, like 
RA flower whoſe root is cut aſunder: 
ſee how ſhe fixeth her eyes upon earth : 


ſee how they ſerve her to no Purpoſe 


but ſor weeping, 


Is 
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A 1s there in her mouth diſcourſe; is 


there in her heart the love of ſociety ? 


is there in her foul, reaſon? aſk her 


the cauſe, and ſhe knoweth it not : en- 
quire the occalion and behold there is 
None. 


Vet doth her fireneth fail her : lo! 
at length ſhe Gnkerh into the grave; 


and no one ſayeth what 1 Is become of 
her! 7 


Haſt thou W and ſeeſt 
thou not this? haſt thou piety, and 


perceiveſt thou not thine error? 
God, created thee in mercy : had he 


i 


not intended thee to be happy, his be- 


neficence would not have called thee 
how dareſt thou then 


, into exiſtence: 
7 Ly fly in the face of his majeſty? 


While thou art moſt happy with 


„ thou doeſt him moſt ho- 
nour; and what is thy diſcontent but 


murmuring againſt him? 


— he not all things liable to 
changes ? 


0 „ — —— 1 — 
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changes ? and dareſt chou to weep at 


their changing? 


If we know the liw of nature, 5 
wherefore do we complain of it? if 
we are ignorant of it, what ſhould we 


accule but our blindneſs to what every 
moment giveth us proof of? 
Know that 'tis not thou that art to 


give laws to the world: thy part is to 
ſubmit to them as thou findeſt them : 
| if they diſtreſs thee z thy lamenting it 
| but addeth to thy torment. 
Be not deceived with fair pretences, 
nor ſuppoſe that ſorrow healeth misfor- 
tune: it is a poiſon under the colour of 
a remedy : while it pretendeth to draw 
the arrow from thy breaſt ; lo! it plun- 
| geth it into thine heart. 


While ſadnefs ſeparatet thee from 


thy friends, doth it not ſay chou art 
unfit for converſation ? while it driveth 
thee into corners, doth it not proclaim - 
that it is aſhamed of itſelf ? 


It is not in thy nature to meet the 


arrows of Ill fortune unhurt; nor doth 


rea ſon 


i 
' 
-Y 
* 
{ 
| 
| 
| 

1 


(88) 
reaſon require it of thee? it is thy duty 
to bear misfortune like a man; but 
thou muſt firſt alſo feel it like one. 

Tears may drop from thine eyes, 
tho' virtue falleth not from thine heart: 
be thou careful only that there is cauſc 3 
and that they flow not too abundantly. 

The greatneſs of the evil 13 not to 
be reckoned from the number of tears 
| ſhed for it: the greateſt griefs are above 
| theſe: teſtimonies; as the greateſt; Joys 
are beyond utterance. 

What is there that 3 the 
to} al like griet? {? what Speech} It like 
8 £ idneſs? 3 
| Is the ſorrowful prepared for noble 
5 enterprifes? orarmeth he himſelf in the 

cauſe of virtue? 
2 Subject not thyſelf. to ills, where 
there are in return no advantages; nei- 
ther ſacrifice thou the means of good 
unto that which is in itſelf an evil. 


BOOK 


BOOK lv. 
OF THE 


ADVANTAGES 


May acquire over his | 


Fziiow-Carar URES, 
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CHAPTER I 
NOBILITY and HONOUR. 


I Obility reſideth not but in the 
| foul; nor is there true Honour | 
except in virtue, 
The favour of princes may be 
bought by vices; rank and titles may 
be purchaſed for as & but theſe are | 
not true honour. 1 
Trimes cannot exalt the man ws 


' commits them to real glory; neither | 


can gold make men noble. 
When titles are the reward of virtue; 
225 when he is ſet on high who hath ſerved 
his country; he who beſtoweth the 
| honours hath glory, like as he who 
receiveth them: and the world i is be- 
nefited by it. 45 
Wouldͤſt thou TY, to be awd for | 
men know not what? or wouldſt thou 
that they ſhould fay, why is this? 


E2 When 


( 92 ) A 


When the virtues of the hero . 
ſcend to his children, his titles accom- 


pany them well: but when he who 


poſſeſſeth them is unlike unto him who 
deſerved them ; lo! do the ey not call 
him degenerate? 


Hereditary honour ; is accounted Ul 


| moſt noble; but reaſon ſpeaketh i 

the cauſe of him who hath acquired it. 
He who meritleſs himſelf pea 
: 85 to the actions of his anceſtors for : 
his greatneſs, is like the thicf Who 
claimeth ere by. dying to the 
pagod, WES 03 
What Sand is it to os: Blind tha 


his parents; coyld ſee? what benefit i 


it to the dymb that his grandfather was 


eloquent ? even ſo what. is it to the 


mean that their belegt were 
. noble? 9190 


A mind diſpoſed to virtue bed 


great the poſſeſſor of it; and without 
f titles! it will raiſe him above the vulgar. - 
He will acquire honour. while others 


receive it: and will he not ſay unto 


; them 


8 


Slorr in being derived from. ; 
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tnem, ſuch were the men whom you 


As the des 0 on PR 10 


ſtance, even ſo true honour attendeth 1 
upon virtue. 


Say not that Konour 1 IS tho child of 


| boldneſs, nor believe thou that the ha- 
zard of life alone can pay the price of 
it: it is not to the action that it is due, 
: but to the manner of performing it. 


All are not called to the guiding the 


helm of ſtate; neither are their armies 
to be commanded by every one: do 
well in that which is committed to thy 


charge, and praiſe ſhall remain upon 
thee. . 


Say got that dicicolties are 1 : 


to be conquered ; or that labour and 


danger muſt be in the way to renown: 
the woman who is chaſte 1s ſhe not 
praiſed : ? the man who is honeſt de ſer- 


veth he not to be honoured? 


The thirſt of fame is violent; the de- 
fire of honour is powerful; and he 


E 3 Who 
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who gave them to us rave them for 


great purpoſes. 
When deſperate actions are HN 


to the public; when our lives are to be 
expoſed for the good of our country, 
what can add force to virtue, but am- 


bition? 
It is not the receiving honour that 


| delighteth the noble mind: its pride is 
the deſerving *. 


ls it not better men ſhould ſay why 


5 hath not this man a ſtatue? than tbat 
they ſhould aſk why he hath one ? : 
The ambitious will always be firſt in 
the crowd; he prefleth forward, he 
 looketh not behind him: more anguiſh 


is it to his ſoul to ſee one before him, 


than joy to leave thouſands : at a di- | 
Nance. 
The root of arabicion b is in n every man; 


but it riſeth nct in all: fear keepeth it 


down in ſome; in many it is ſoppreſ- 


ſed by modeſty. 


It is the inner garment of the ſou! : 


the firſt thing Po. on by it with the 


fleſh, 


f can be rewarded. 
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fleſh, and the laſt it layeth down at its 
ſeparation from it. 


It is an honour to thy nature when 


wor thily employed: when thou direct 5 
eſt it to wrong purpoſes, it ſhameth 
and deſtroyeth thee. 


In the breaſt of the traitor ambition | 
is covered: hypocriſy hideth its face 


under her mantle ; and cool diſſimu- 
lation furniſheth it with ſmooth words: 


but in the end men ſhall ſee what it is. 
The ſerpent loſeth not his ſting tho? 


benumbed with the froſt : the tooth of 
the viper is not broken though the cold | 
| eloſeth his mouth: take pity on his 

Rate and he will ſhew thee his ſpirit: 
warm him in thy boſom, and he will - 
5 requite thee with death. 


Hie that is truly virtuons, N vir- 


tue for herſelf; he diſdaineth the ap- 
plauſe which ambition aimeth after. 


How pitiable were the ſtate of virtue 


if ſhe could not be happy but from ano- 
ther's praiſe: ſhe is too noble to ſeek 


recompence, and no more will, than 


E4 He 
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The higher the ſun ariſeth the Teſs 
| ſhadow doth he make: even ſo the 
greater is the virtue, the leſs doth it 
covet praiſe : yet cannot it avoid ww 
| reward i in honours. 
Glory, like a ſhadow, flieth him 
who purſueth it; but it ſolloweth at 
the heels of him who would fly from 
| it: if thou courteſt it without merit 
thou ſhalt never attain unto it: if thou 
deſerveſt ir, though thou hideſt thyſelf, i 
it will never forſake thee. 
FPurſue that which is honourable, do 
that which is right; and the applauſe 
of thine own conſcience will be more 
joy to thee than the ſhouts of millions 
| who know not that thou deſerveſt them. 
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CHAPTER I 
SOLE NGE ard LEARNING. 


PY \HE nobleſt employment of the 


mind of man is the ſtudy of the 
_ of his creator, 


To him whom the ſcience of nature 


of bas God: every thing that proveth 
1 giveth cauſe of adorition. 8 
His mind 1s lifted up to heaven every 
moment: his life is one continued act 
1 devotion. 
Caſteth he his eye towards FR lids, = 
findeth he not the heavens full of his 
wonders : : looketh he down to the earth, 
_ doth not the worm proclaim to him, 
leſs than omnipotence could not have 
formed me? 
While the Aue 3 their | 
|: : while the ſun remaineth in his 
place: while the comet wandereth 
through the liquid air, and returneth 
to its deſtin d road again; who but thy 


E 5 God, 
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Maelighietb, every object bringeth a proof 
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God, O man! could have formed them? 
what but infinite wiſdom could have ap- 
Pointed them their laws? 
- Behold how awful their deer! 
yet do they not diminiſh ; lo! how ra- 


pid their motions ! yet one runneth not 


in the way of another. 


1 Look down upon the earth; and 6. 5 
her produce: examine her bowels, and 
behold what they contain: hath not wiſ- = 


dom and power ordained the whole? 


* Who biddeth the graſs to ſpring up? ?- 

= who watereth it at its due ſeaſons ? be- 
hold the ox croppeth it; the horſe and 
the ſheep feed they not upon it? who 


is he that provideth it for them? 


Who giveth increaſe to the! corn 
* thou ſoweſt? who returneth it to 


_ thee a thouſand fold? 


A Who ripeneth for thee the olive 1 5 
its time? and the grape, tho? thou 


-knoweſt not the cauſe of it! ? 


2 Can the meaneſt fly create itſelf? or 


wert thou aught leſs than Goch couldit 
thou have faſhioned i 6 Bo 


5 


ß... —— ¹·¹ ¹¹A¹A ĩ Ü[“àkDUT1TTT 
e Ee en aa Lu Dow Ne a TED 
. SEAS eas STIR CEC 


I (997 . 
Ax. The beaſts feel that they exiſt, but E 
| they wonder not at it: they rejoice in i 
” their life, but they know not that it 
mall end: each performeth its courſe 
in ſucceſſion; nor is there a loſs of one 
ſpecies in a thouſand generations. 
Thou who feeſt the whole as admira- 
ble as its parts; canſt thou better em- 
ploy thine eye than in tracing out thy 
creators greatneſs | in them; thy=mind 
than in examining their wonders? | on 
* Power and mercy are di ſplayd in 
heir ſormation: juſtice and goodneſs | 
| fhine forth in the proviſion that is made 
= for them : all are happy 1 in their ſeyeral . 
ways; nor envieth one the other. . 0 
4, What is the ſtudy of words com- 
pared with this? in what ſcience is 
knowledge, but in the ſtudy of nature? 
5 When thou haſt adored the fabric, 
enquire into its uſe; for know the earth 
5 produceth nothing but may bel of e good. 
to thee : are not 04 and raiment, 7 


the remedies for thy diſeaſes all derived; 
fron? this ſource alone? 
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Who is wiſe then but he that know- 


5 "x; it? who hath underſtanding but he 
that contemplateth it? for thereſt, what- 
ever ſcience hath moſt utility; whatever 


knowledge hath leaſt vanity ; prefer 
theſe unto the others; and profit of 


them for the ſake of thy neighbour! 
& To live and to die; to command 
and to obey ; to do and to ſuffer ; are 
not theſe all that thou haſt farther to 
care about? morality ſhall teach thee 

theſe: the oeconomy of * ſhall lay 
N before thee, 


| Behold they are written in thine heart, = 
Us thou needeſt only to be reminded . 
of them: they are eaſy of conception; 


be attentive, and thou halt retain 
them. 


Us” All other ſciences : are vain, all other 


knowledge is boaſt: lo! it is not ne- 


ceſſary or beneficial to man, nor doth } 
it make him more good or more ho- 


Piety 


e 
A Piety to thy God, and benevolence to 
thy fellow creatures, are they not thy 
great duties? what ſhall teach thee the 
one like the ſtudy of his works? what 
ſhall inform thee of the other, like un- 
derſtanding thy dependencies, 
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CHAPTER 1. 


PROSPERITY and ADVER SITY. 


ET not pröſperity elate thine heart 
above meaſure; neither depreſs 


thy ſoul unto the grave, becauſe for - 
tune beareth hard againſt thee, 5 


Her ſmiles are not ſtable, therefore | 
build not thy confidence upon them; 


her frowns endure not for ever, there- 
fore let hope teach thee patience. 1 


To bear adverſity well is difficult: 


but to be temperate in proſperity | is the 
| height of wiſdom. 


Good and ill are the teſts. by which 


1 thou art to know thy conſtancy ; nor is 
there avght elſe that can tell thee the 
powers of thine own ſoul: be therefore 
1 upon the watch when they are upon thee, 


Behold proſperity how ſweetly ſhe 
flattereth thee ; how inſenſibly ſhe rob- 
beth thee of thy ſtrength and thy vigour? 

Tho? thou haſt been conſtant in ill 
fortune; tho? thou haſt been invincible 

| In 


1 « 106 ) 
in diſtreſs? yet by her thou art con- 


quered: not knowing that thy ſtrength 
returneth not again, and yet that thou 
again mayſt need it. 
Affliction moveth our enemies to 
; pity ; ; ſucceſs and a his cauſe even 
our friends to envy. 
. "mn adverſity | is the ſeed of well do- : 
ing! it is the nurſe of heroiſm and 
deines: who that hath enough will 
| endanger himſelf to have more? who 
that is at eaſe will ſet bis life on the 
| hazard! 4 e 
True virtue will act under al circum- 
ſtances: but men ſce moſt of its effects 
wan accidents concur with it. 


In adverſity man ſceth himſelf aban- 


" Jane by others ; he findeth that all his 
hopes are centered within himſelf: he 


rouſeth his ſoul z he encountereth his 
difficulties; and they yield before him, 


In profperity he fancieth himſelf ſafe z 


he thinketh he is beloved of all that 
ſmile about his table: he groweth care. 2 
leſs and remils ; he ſeeth not the dan-, | 
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| ger that is before h im: he truſteth to 


1 A0 air in adverſity: court not dan- 


others, and in the end they deceive him. 
Every man can adviſe his own ſoul 


in diſtreſs; but proſperity bündech the 


truth. 
Better is the ſorrow that leadeth to 
denen than the joy that render- 
eth man unable to endure diſtreſs; and 
aſter plungeth himſelf into it. 
Our pations dictate to us in all our 


extreams ; ; moderation is the effect of 
wiſdom. 


Be upright in thy whole life ; ; * 
i content in all its changes: ſo ſhalt thou 


make thy profit out of all Occurrences z 


ſo ſhall every thing that happeneth unto. 
thee be the ſource of praiſe. 
The wiſe maketh every thing the 
means of advantage; and with the ſame 
4 countenance beholderh he all the faces 
of fortune: he governeth the good, he 
[ — the evil; he 5s unmoved | 
in all. : 


Fame not in proſperity, neither 
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gers, nor meanly fly from before them : 
dare to deſpif- whatever wil not re- 
main with thee. | 
A Let not adverſity tear off the wings 
of hope; neither let prof] perity obſcure 
the light of prudence. 
He who deſpaireth of the end ſhall 
never attain unto it; and he who ſeeth Þ 
not the pit ſhall periſh therein. xl 
| He who calleth proſperity his good: ha 
| who tack ſaid unto her with thee will II 
eſtabliſh my. happineſs ; lo! he ancher- Þ 
eth his veſſel in a bed of ſand, which the N tet 
: return of the tide waſheth away. i 
As the water that paſſerh from the th 
mountains kKiſſeth, in its way to the] 
- ocean, every field that bordereth the] 
rivers ; as it tarrieth not in any place; th 
even ſo fortune viſiteth the ſons of men: 
her motion is inceſſant, ſhe will not fre 
ſtay; ſhe is unſtable as the winds, how In 
then wilt thou hold her? when ſhe kiſſeth || 
thee thou art bleſſed, but behold as H 
thou turneſt to thank her ſhe is gone dc 
unto another. : 
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'l CHAPTER I... 
PAIN and SICKNESS. 


eth even the ſoul: the one can- 
all not be in health without the other. 


eth Pain is of all ills that which is moſt 
felt: and it is that which from nature 


d : hath the feweſt remedies. 


lin n thy reaſon: when thy patience quit- 


en: It is injuſtice to expect exemption 
not from that thou wert born unto: ſub- 
how Init with modeſty to the laws of thy | 


| ondition. 


bot 61 on, {ft I grow old? is it not bet= 
. ter 


re NH E ſickneſs of the body affect 


When thy conſtancy faileth thee call | 


To Caffe is a Fee cotailed upon 
thy nature; wouldſt thou that miracles 
ſhould protect thee from it? or ſhalt 
thou repine becauſe it happeneth unto 
; thee ? when lo! it happeneth unto all. 


| Wouldiſt thou ſay to the ſeaſons, paſs 
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ter to ſuffer well that which thou cant 
not avoid? _ 1 | 

Pain that endureth long i is moderate ; 
bluſh therefore to complain of it: thai 


awhich is violent is ſhort: behold way : 
ſeeſt the end of it. ; 
Thy body was created to be £ ubſerÞ 
vient to the foul: while thou afflicteſſ 


the ſoul for its pains, behold thou {tf 


teſt that above it. 


As the wiſe aMiQeth nc not kimfelf be 


| cauſe a thorn teareth his garment: fofÞ 
the patient grieveth not his ſoul becauſt 
that which covereth it is injured. -- 
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CHAPTER 1. 
DEATH. 


i A 8 the production of the 1 


proveth the work of the alche 


; miſt : ſo is death the teſt of our lives; 


the aſſay which ſheweth the nerd of ; 


| all our actions. 


Wouldſt thou judge of a tfs, exa- 
mine the period of it: the end crown- 


eth the attempt; and where diſſimula- 


tion is no more, there truth appeareth. 


+ He hath not ſpent his life ill, who 4 


&knoweth to die well; neither can he | 
have loſt all his time, who employeth 
the laſt portion of it to his honour. 


/ He was not born in vain who dieth 


ds he ought : neither hath he lived 
— who dieth happily. 
He that conſidereth he is to die, is 


"A while he liveth : he who ſtri- 


veth to forget it, hath no pleaſure in 
any thing: his joy appearech to him a 


I; Human Lies. 


er} 
Jewel which he expecteth every mo 
ment he ſhall loſe. 


A Would thou learn to die nobly ; let 


thy vices die before thee. Happy is 


be who endeth the buſineſs of his life 


before his death; who, when the hour 


of it cometh, hath nothing to do but 
to die: who witheth not delay, becauſe 
he hath no longer uſe for time. 


A Avoid not death, for it is a weak 


neſs; fear it not, for thou underſtand- 
eſt not what 1 it is: all that thou certain- 


ly knoweſt is, that 3 It Jute an end $0. 
thy ſorrows. f 


A Think not the longeſt life 4 hap- ; 


pieſt; that which is beſt employed doth 


pg the moſt honour, himſelf ſhall re- 1 
joice alter death! in the e * it. Þ 


This! is the compleat Oz co of 
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